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it permissible for local bodies if thev so wished to compel attendance of
pupils at primary schools for a period of not less than five nor more than
seven years, commencing from an age to be fixed by the local Government.

In 1921 the Curricula Committee recommended that the primary course
should be reduced from five to four years. It was also noted that the 1920
Act did not permit of the introduction of compulsion by stages beginning
at the lowest age and retaining pupils till they had completed the primary
school course. Consequently boys of 10 or 11 years of age entered the
infant class to leave on attaining the age at which compulsion (11 or 12 years)
ceased, only a few weeks later on. A Bill to remedy these defect^ in the
original Act was introduced to the Council in 1926 and was passed in 1927.
It is now under consideration to introduce a Bill giving Government authorily
to compel a local body to introduce compulsory primary education in a
stated area.

For the history of the Nagpur University Act, the High School Edu-
cation Act and the five separate amending Bills to the latter now before the
Council, reference is invited to the Memorandum on the development of
Education.